
Regis Academy Charter School Chronology of Events: 

May 2011 - Cherry Hill is notified that an application has been submitted for a publicly 
funded charter school to open in Cherry Hill.  Cherry Hill submits a letter outlining its 
concerns about the school, as do the other three sending districts (Voorhees, Somerdale, 
and Lawnside). 

Click HERE for the district's response filed in May 2011.  

September 30, 2011 - The Department of Education announces the approval of the Regis 
Academy Charter School. Preliminary NJDOE guidance indicates that Cherry Hill will have to 
set aside nearly $1.9 million to support an estimated 169 Cherry Hill students in September 
2012.  

Click HERE for the charter school application approved by the DOE. 

Click HERE for application addenda submitted by the charter school in July 2011. 

October 5, 2011 - The district reaches out to local legislators for support in appealing the 
charter approval and enacting a moratorium on all charter school approvals until the Senate 
takes action on pending legislation that would require local approval for the establishment 
of charter schools. Click HERE to view our letter to legislators.   

October 11, 2011 – The Cherry Hill Board of Education unanimously adopts a resolution to 
file an appeal of the approval of the Regis Academy Charter School. 

October 13, 2011 - A contingent of Cherry Hill residents attend the Senate Education 
Committee Hearings on S2243 and S3001.  Cherry Hill resident and parent Loraine 
Carapellucci presents testimony along with other members of Save Our Schools, a 
grassroots statewide group advocating for reform of the charter school approval process.   

October 14, 2011 – Dr. Maureen Reusche meets with Superintendents from Voorhees and 
Lawnside to discuss creation of a collaborative op-ed piece to submit to the newspapers to 
continue to raise awareness. 

October 16, 2011 – The Philadelphia Inquirer publishes an editorial supportive of the 
district’s position; click HERE to view. 

October 18, 2011 – Dr. Reusche meets with Mayor Platt and members of his staff to 
review a variety of issues, including the charter school. The Mayor (who submitted a letter 
objecting to the charter application last spring) continues to offer his support for any 
initiatives the district must take.  

October 19, 2011 – Dr. Reusche and Ray Brosel, Superintendent of the Voorhees Public 
Schools, meet with Assemblyman Lou Greenwald.  Assemblyman Greenwald notes that he is 
a supporter of charter schools, but not in this case. Assemblyman Greenwald reports that 
he has spoken with Commissioner Cerf and raised the following points:  he challenged the 
basis upon which the approval for the charter had been granted; he questioned the criteria 
used to identify potential attendees from each sending district (which determines the 
amount of funds that must be set aside); he informed the commissioner that the amount 
required to be set aside is a significant portion (64%) of the total allowable budget growth 
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to the 2% cap.  Assemblyman Greenwald has agreed to put his name to the appeal that we 
will write. He is also looking at changing the legislation that requires sending districts to set 
aside funding. 

October 21, 2011 - The Cherry Hill BOE solicitor files an OPRA request for “all documents 
or other government records submitted to, reviewed by, or otherwise in the custody of the 
Department of Education, including but not limited to any records generated internally by 
the Department of Education's employees, officials or agents, pertaining to the application 
for and approval of the Regis Academy Charter School. 

October 27, 2011 - Assemblywoman Pam Lampitt and Senator Jim Beach meet with Dr. 
Reusche, BOE President Seth Klukoff, BOE Vice President Kathy Judge, and student 
representatives from our high schools to discuss the charter school issue. 

November 4, 2011 – The District files notice of intent to appeal the Commissioner of 
Education's approval of the Regis Academy Charter School. 

November 17, 2011 - In response to a suit brought by the ACLU-NJ, the NJDOE releases 
public records containing the names of outside persons brought in by the DOE to review 
charter school applications. Click HERE for an ACLU-NJ press release and HERE for the 
reviewers' names (and other documents released under the OPRA request). 

November 22, 2011 - On NJ 101.5's "Ask the Governor" radio show, Gov. Chris 
Christie responds to an inquiry from a Cherry Hill resident as to why charter schools are 
being approved in successful school districts.  He responded that while the charter school 
law allows for the approval of charter schools throughout the state, his preference would 
be that charter schools be approved only in failing districts.  Click HERE to listen to 
an audio clip of the question and answer; or click HERE to access the audio from the 
NJ101.5 website (the question comes approximately 2 minutes into Segment 3).  

December 3, 2011 – The Courier-Post publishes an op-ed piece by Dr. Reusche and 
Superintendents of Voorhees and Somerdale.  Click HERE to view the piece. 

December 14, 2011 - Dr. Reusche and Mr. Klukoff, along with Superintendents, BOE 
Presidents, and/or Mayors of the affected communities, met with Assemblyman Greenwald, 
Assemblywoman Lampitt, and Senator Beach.  The four sending districts will hold a 
regional meeting to review the charter school issue with residents.  Education 
Commissioner Cerf and others will be invited to attend. 

December 21, 2011 - The district responds to an op-ed piece published by Pastor Amir 
Khan in the Philadelphia Inquirer.  Although the Inquirer published an abbreviated version of 
our response, we share the piece in its entirety with our community (click HERE to view). 

January 18, 2012 – At a Town Hall meeting in Voorhees, Gov. Chris Christie reiterates his 
preference that charter schools be approved primarily in failing districts. 

January 19, 2012 – Dr. Reusche and Board of Education President Seth Klukoff meet with 
Acting Commissioner of Education Chris Cerf to discuss DOE decisions that impact district 
budgets, including issues and concerns related to the approval of charter schools. 
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February 2, 2012 – Dr. Reusche testifies at the Assembly Education Committee hearings 
in support of A1877, legislation that would require local approval prior to the opening of a 
charter school.  (Prior to the committee hearings, thanks in part to the efforts of 
Assemblyman Lou Greenwald, the bill is amended to apply retroactively to charter schools 
that have been approved but have not yet opened.)  Click HERE to read Dr. Reusche’s 
testimony.   

February 2012 – Dr. Reusche meets on several occasions in February with Senator Jim 
Beach and others to point out flaws in the charter approval and funding processes. 

February 2012 – Senator Jim Beach, Assemblyman Lou Greenwald, and Assemblywoman 
Pam Lampitt publish a piece entitled “Why We Don’t Support Regis Academy’s Plan.” Click 
HERE to view. 

February 28, 2012 – The NJ DOE Office of School Funding provides two versions of 
FY2012-2013 charter school aid projections for the Regis Academy Charter School. One 
version (for 186 students and a set-aside of $2,331,866) “apportions enrollment for the 
districts in the region of residence using the maximum students in the approved New Jersey 
Charter School Application pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-15.3.”  The second version, for 50 
students and $608,825, “is based on enrollment data provided by the charter school.”  

February 28, 2012 – In response to an OPRA request for enrollment data, Regis Academy 
advises that, as of February 15, it has received 37 applications; five of the applicants are 
Cherry Hill residents. 

March 15, 2012 - The NJ Assembly passes A1877. The bill, which passed by a vote of 45-
27, would apply retroactively to charter schools that have been approved but have not yet 
opened. The bill also requires local approval before a charter school can expand the number 
of grade levels or enlarge the region of residence. Finally, the bill would prohibit a charter 
school from enrolling a student who does not reside in the district of residence or region of 
residence specified in the charter.  A Senate version of the bill (S458), cosponsored by 
Senator Jim Beach, was introduced in January and referred to the Senate Education 
Committee. 

March 17, 2012 – The Inquirer and Courier-Post report that Holy Eucharist Parish is 
initiating eviction proceedings against Solid Rock Worship Center over the Holy Rosary 
Church complex, future home of the Regis Academy Charter School.   

March 27, 2012 - The Board Solicitor files a motion on behalf of the Cherry Hill Board of 
Education requesting reconsideration of the Department of Education's determination to 
grant approval of the application of the Regis Academy Charter School. Click HERE to view 
the Letter Brief filed by the district. 

May 7, 2012 - The Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate Division, grants a motion from 
the Commissioner of Education for Remand. (The Commissioner lacked the jurisdiction to 
decide the Motion for Reconsideration filed by Cherry Hill because of appeals filed by Cherry 
Hill and Voorhees pending before the court.)  

June 5, 2012 - The Courier-Post reports that the Interim Director of the DOE's Office of 
Charter Schools sent a letter to Regis Academy noting that "numerous issues and 
inaccuracies have been brought to our attention regarding the school's application and 
addenda" and requesting evidence or documentation to "help in reviewing the situation." 

http://www.cherryhill.k12.nj.us/departments/publicinfo/files/MR_Testimony_Feb2.pdf
http://pamlampitt.com/regisacademy
http://www.cherryhill.k12.nj.us/departments/publicinfo/files/Letter_Brief_Mar2012.pdf


June 6, 2012 - The State Board of Education hears testimony from the public on proposed 
changes to charter school regulations, including an amendment that would eliminate the 
requirement that charter schools serve "contiguous" school districts – a move that 
opponents fear would result in widespread expansion of charters, particularly virtual 
charters, throughout the state. Many speakers noted the abysmal track record of virtual 
charter schools elsewhere in the U.S. and expressed concerns about the impact on the local 
districts that will bear the financial burden. Others criticized the proposed changes as “an 
attempt to circumvent the legislature and the will of New Jersey residents, who 
overwhelmingly support local democratic approval of new charter schools.”   

June 21, 2012 - The NJ Assembly passes A3105, which places a 12-month moratorium on 
the establishment of virtual charter schools.  Similar legislation will be considered in the 
Senate this fall. 

June 27, 2012 - Representatives from the Department of Education conduct the 
preparedness review of Regis Academy Charter School - not at the Evesham Road facility, 
from which the school and the Solid Rock Worship Center are facing eviction, but at a 
different facility at 202 Park Blvd. 

July 6, 2012 - The Superintendent receives notification from the Department of Education 
that the Commissioner has denied final approval for Regis Academy Charter 
School.  In a joint statement issued that afternoon, Dr. Reusche and BOE President Seth 
Klukoff said:  “The district's objections to this charter application have been well 
documented and we are glad that the Commissioner has decided not to grant final 
approval.” They also expressed gratitude to the many community members who supported 
the district’s efforts to have the preliminary approval overturned. Click HERE for the DOE's 
letter to Regis. 
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